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There are two stories that you can live for – God’s story or your story. Most people will opt to live for their own story. Giving all their time, attention, money, and abilities to simple self absorption. Few trade their story for God’s. The question is what will you do? Will you settle for living merely for your own story or trade up for all that God has for you? 

The Bible is God’s story. Written over a period of 1500 years by more than 40 authors on three continents yet it has one theme. One story. The story is about God, the missionary God, on a quest to redeem that nations back to Himself. Missions is the context that drives the story from Genesis to Revelation. Cover to cover God has one plan–reaching all nations, and one method–using people. 

Unfortunately in many cultures Christianity is reduced to simply dressing the part, looking the part and acting the part. In doing those three things we deceive ourselves into thinking we play a part. The Bible is something that is only to be opened at a wedding and a funeral but not in between. 

Especially when it comes to this idea of missions. What verses come to mind when you think of the word, “missions”? Most of us are hard pressed to name more than what is called the Great Commission in Matthew 28. Our thinking tends to be as Jesus is ascending to the Father he says, “Oh ya… Go ye”. Yet nothing could be further from the truth. 

As we journey through this topic you will see that we serve a global God and therefore we should be global Christians. Let’s journey from Genesis to Revelation and watch as God’s heart is for the world…and ask the question… is yours? 

Every good book contains three things: an Introduction, Plot and Conclusion. The Bible follows this pattern. The introduction can be found in Genesis 1-11, this sets the stage, acquaints us with the problem and whets our appetite for the plot. The plot runs from Genesis 12 to Jude and introduces us to the Bible’s main characters. We follow along as they work toward solving the dilemma created in the first eleven chapters. The conclusion is found in Revelation when God achieves the goal toward which He has been moving – the redemption of all nations. So let’s begin with the intro; let’s look at Genesis. 

In Genesis 1:28 we read, “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth…’” (Genesis 1:28 NKJV). This command should come as no surprise since there were only two people on the planet - Adam and Eve. This was obviously a command meant to populate physically, but God also intended they reproduce a spiritually. He wanted worshipers of him all over the planet. As humanity fills the earth so does the glory of God. Isaiah gives us this image, “for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9). God’s desire from the beginning was that mankind would worship Him all over the globe in diverse ways. 

However, by Genesis 3 man sins and by Genesis 6 it say, “Every inclination of their hearts was evil” (Genesis 6:5). So in Chapter 7 and 8 God floods and in Chapter 9 Noah steps off the Ark. God gives the same command he gave to Adam, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth’” (Genesis 9:1 NKJV). When we come to Genesis 10-11 one question should be on our minds: Does God get the earth filled? The story continues. Genesis 11 starts off by saying, 

Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there… Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth" (Genesis 11:1-4).

As of this point there was only one language on the planet. There was no “us” and “them” mentality. 
Contrary to God’s command to fill the earth they decided to settle and make a name for themselves–their blatant defiance. Instead of trusting God and being a part of His story they were more interested in their own. “No Thanks God. We are going to make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the whole earth.” So God responds, 

“Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.” (Genesis 11:7-9).

In seconds God touches their tongues and one nation is turned into 70. Over 70 languages are created. The creation of these nations brings the introduction of the Bible to a close and leaves the reader with tension. How will God reach these nations scattered all over the globe speaking completely different languages? Here the plot begins. All you have to do is turn the page.  

God looks down on the 70 nations and picks one man. From this man God’s mission meets motion as he sets out to reach all nations. Abraham is invited to trade his story for God’s. Genesis 12:1. 

The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you." 

Can you imagine if these were the first words you hear from God? Leave everything familiar to you, your country, your people, your father’s household. Everything. 

Three things Abraham had no clue of:
· The name of God. That is not given to Abraham until Genesis 17

· The place he is to go. God just say, “Go to the land I will show you.”

· How long he will stay. 

Three things most would want to know on the front end.
But God continues. “Abraham, I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you" (Genesis 12:1-3).  

Abraham, I am going to bless you with everything under the heavens but it is not for you. It is for all peoples to be blessed through you. Get used to hearing God say that. He will only repeat it about 1600 more times. How did Abraham respond? “So Abram left, as the Lord had told him” (Genesis 12:4). He left everything familiar–his home, his people, his stuff– he sets out to join God’s story. 

What began with Abraham comes to us. We are a part of the family of God but that also means you’re a part of the family business. The business of seeing the gospel taken to all peoples. It has come to you because it is on its way to someone else. 
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John Stott, who was one of the foremost Christian thinkers in Europe stated that Genesis 12 is “perhaps the most unifying verses in the Bible; the whole of God’s purpose is encapsulated here.” Why would he point to Genesis 12? In Genesis 12 we see God call out Abraham to go to a land that he would show him. That he would bless him and make his name great. So paramount is this promise to reach the nations that it will be repeated to Abraham two more times, once to his son, Isaac, and once to Jacob. 

Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him (Genesis 18:18).

Again to Abraham: I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed… (Genesis 22:17-18).

And to Isaac: I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed... (Genesis 26:2-4).

And to Jacob: Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring (Genesis 28:13-14).

It is no coincidence that for the rest of scripture God will identify Himself as “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 
Why? Why not the God of Moses or Joseph or David? Because the deal was signed between God and these three in person. These three, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob heard the mission of God stated to them directly. Every time Jesus referred to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, it was a reminder to the children of Israel. These were the people with whom God made that covenant: “I will bless you, and through you all nations will be blessed.”

Jesus speaks about the day Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will see this vision fulfilled, In Matthew Jesus says, “I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 8:11) 

The nation of Israel must understand that they are blessed. But with that blessing comes responsibility to pass it on to all peoples. 

This is the theme you will see throughout the rest of the Bible. Think about the Exodus of the nation of Israel from Egypt. God was interested in getting his people the Israelites out of Egypt and into the Promised Land but he was more interested that the Egyptians would know He was God. He says to Pharaoh, “But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth” (Exodus 9:15-17). Throughout the story of the Exodus the phrase, “that the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord” actually occurs more than the phrase “that Israel may know.” As we see from other passages, “The Lord Almighty will bless them, saying, ‘Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my handiwork, and Israel my inheritance’” (Isaiah 19:25). God loves Egypt, Assyria and Israel. He loves all nations and desire them to worship Him. It seems that some of the Egyptians got the message.  For in Exodus 12 we are told that as the nation of Israel left, many other people left with them. This is referring to the believing Egyptians (Exodus 12:37-38). 

When Moses passed the leadership of the nation on to Joshua and Israel headed into the Promised Land, their reputation preceded them. The parting of the Red Sea and the separating of the Jordan River had served their purpose of showing God’s glory to the nations, 

The Lord your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful… (Joshua 4:23-24).  

God’s motive behind such a dramatic display was that news of His greatness would spread abroad. We know it worked because when Joshua sent spies into the land, the Gentile woman Rahab, who hid them, stated, “I know that the Lord has given this land to you… We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt…” (Joshua 2:9-10). His reputation proceeded him.

When the nation of Israel was establishing themselves in the land God gave them the 10 Commandments. I always thought the purpose of the Ten Commandments was to simply restrain bad behavior. However, there is a major missionary dimension attached to the Law of God:

See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people" (Deuteronomy 4:5-6).

As the Israelites came across the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Jebusites and the Amalekites they were seen as different. Your God actually talks to you, writes His commands on stone and gives you specific instructions in how to worship. Even in the 10 commandments you see the missionary mandate. 

Think about David. He was delivering sandwiches to his brothers stationed on the front lines of battle with the Philistines. As he was talking with them, Goliath began taunting the Israelites and their God. Enraged this Philistine would dare profane God’s name, David stepped up and shouted back at Goliath, 

“This day the Lord will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel” (I Samuel 17:46-47). 

The story ends with David’s triumph over Goliath and God’s name lifted up among the nations.  

I remember when I first met my wife and wanted to take her on a date. We ended up at a coffee shop which I loved. I remember hearing her order a water. I was confused. Didn’t she like coffee? She is a human. She must like coffee. But Jess didn’t. However something interesting happened the more we hung out and the more we fell in love. She began to like coffee. It began to be her idea to go to the coffee shop. She would eventually like coffee more than me. See Jess didn’t start out loving coffee; she started by loving me. The more she fell in love with me the more she loved the things I loved. This is normal. All relationships experience this to some extent. It is no different with our relationship with God. He loves the nations. Isn’t that a big enough reason for me to? I might not cry when I pray for the world or even have an over-riding desire to reach out to the nations who live around me but God does. As we fall in love with God it should be natural to fall in love with the things he loves. Will you? 
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I remember walking past a verse that was hanging on the wall. It caught my attention. Maybe you are familiar with it. It says, “Be still, and know that I am God…” (Psalm 46:10). Now I had seen this verse before embroidered on tea-towels and inscribed on the side of bowling balls, but this time was different. I noticed something that had always eluded my attention–the three dots at the end. For the first time I realized there was more to this verse. What could possibly be the rest of the verse that it had to be cut? I tracked down a Bible and wanted to look it up to see what the second half said. I turned to Psalm 46:10 and read the whole verse, 

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 


How was it possible that all those years, all those tea towels, all those bowling balls and not once had I seen the complete verse? I knew the first half by memory. I even had it underlined in my Bible–it was about me. I’d never heard the second half, the part about God. His exaltation among the nations just wasn’t good enough for the picture.  
  


As it turns out lots of scripture gets overlooked because we focus on the part about us. The Old Testament is full of these stories; stories we are familiar with but may have completely missed the second half.  I think you will be amazed to find all of these examples have one thing in common–the portions overlooked are God being exalted. Think of the Psalms.

King David actually wrote seventy-three of them. These Psalms also affirm God’s rule over all the earth. When the nations behold Yahweh’s deeds they are called to acknowledge Him. Over 175 references to Israel and their testimony to the nations of the world.  Psalms is one of the greatest missionary books in the Bible, though it’s rarely seen for that. Listen to a few of them. 

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, for dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations (Psalm 22:27-28).

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. God, our God, will bless us. God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him (Psalm 67:1, 7).

All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring glory to your name. For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God (Psalm 86:9-10). 

Just take time to read through the Psalms looking for God’s missionary heart. It is a theme that keeps surfacing. 

As David raised up his son, Solomon with this vision you see it play out in the dedication of the temple. As the nation of Israel was on one side of a cliff and Solomon on the other ready to dedicate the Temple that took several years to build Solomon prays a prayer of dedication. What is interesting is near the end of the prayer he shares something that should not have surprised the nation but surely did. Listen to a portion of the prayer, 

As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land because of your name–for men will hear of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm–when he comes and prays toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you… (I Kings 8:41-43).

Surely some in his audience got nervous. “Did he just say when the Philistines come from their distant land and pray to our God that he wants our God to do whatever they ask? What if we don’t like what they pray?” Israel’s history is littered with people of other nations who were attracted by their example and took steps to experience the blessing of Yahweh. We see this as we continue with the life of Solomon. “King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart” (I Kings 10:23-24). The Queen of Sheba actually traveled 1,200 miles from modern day Yemen to visit Solomon. We can be sure that before the she started her journey back to Yemen Solomon left her with one theme echoing in her head; the same theme he declared over and over again in his book of Proverbs, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…” (Proverbs 9:10). 

For the casual reader of the Bible one thing you notice is the farther you go into the Old Testament ironically the more disobedient the nation of Israel become. So god would raise up the prophets to remind Israel of their calling. We see them trying to steer the nation back on course with passages like these, 

Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world (Isaiah 12:4-5).

O Lord, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in time of distress, to you the nations will come from the ends of the earth and say, “Our fathers possessed nothing but false gods, worthless idols that did them no good” (Jeremiah 16:19). 

The Lord will be awesome to them when he destroys all the gods of the land. 

The nations on every shore will worship him, everyone in its own land (Zephaniah 2:11). 

“My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty (Malachi 1:11). 

Yet at times even the prophets themselves were disobedient.  One of the most famous was Jonah. “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me” (Jonah 1:2). Jonah refused and made famous these three words, “But Jonah ran…” (Jonah 1:3). 

And then the capstone verse that sheds light on Israel’s true heart, near the end of the Old Testament we read, 

And wherever they went among the nations they profaned my holy name, for it was said of them, 'These are the Lord's people, and yet they had to leave his land.' I had concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel profaned among the nations where they had gone (Ezekiel 36:20-21). 

From Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob we remember that God blessed the nation of Israel with Land, Family, finances, and a great name. These are the four ways that God promised the nation he would bless them. Land – Abraham I am giving you the land between the Nile and the Euphrates. Family – Go to the Mediterranean Sea and look at the sand, this will be your descendants. Finances – Abraham don’t take anything from the Kings lest they say your wealth from their hands and not mine. And Abraham – I am going to give you a Great name that will make the nations seek audience with you. Land, Family, Finances and a Great name. Yet Israel would fall in love with the blessing more than the blesser. The blessings of God begin to consume them in a way that they loved the blessing and forget the blesser. It is easy to do. Has it happened to you?  
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The theme of missions continues as we enter the New Testament. It should be no surprise that we see Christ picking up on the mission of God. The New Testament wastes no time in showing us the mission of Jesus. As Mary and Joseph present this new baby in the temple, an old prophet named Simon sees the baby, raises him up and says, “For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:30-32). Translation: This Child will brings salvation to all nations. 

During his ministry as people tried to get him to stay in one place Jesus would respond, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." Luke 4:43-44

Jesus would point the disciples to the end goal of God. In Matt 24 they ask, “What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:1-3). Jesus gives them hints throughout the chapter: wars, false prophets, famines, earthquakes and persecution (Matthew 24:4-12). However, in keeping with the promise to Abraham He answers the question by saying, “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14, Mark 13:10). In light of this being the end-goal, missions should not be reduced to a March mission’s minute or something the Church does in its free time. It is not for the guy who stays single or the couple who retires early. We all have a part to play. It is the heartbeat of the gospel. It should be our heartbeat as well. 

One of the great misconceptions of missions is that the Great Commission refers to a single verse. Most Christians when asked to name the Great Commission point to Matthew 28:18-20. Yet the term, “Great Commission” does not refer to one single passage instead it refers to five specific passages that Jesus states near the end of his life and each commission communicates a key idea. In Matthew it is to make disciples “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” In Mark the emphasis is to Preach, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15). In Luke the key idea is witness. "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations " (Luke 24:44-49).  Over 40 times in the book of John Jesus is referred to as the sent one. “For God so loved the world that he sent…” On the 41st time Jesus looks at his disciples and says, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21). If you are a believer the question is not if we are sent but where!  

Finally in the book of Acts the theme is the power of the Holy Spirit.  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Not once, twice or three times but five times Jesus commands the disciples. Why? Isn’t once enough? Why five? Jesus new his history. He new that when the nation of Israel was blessed they would fall in love with the blessing and forgot the blesser. He knows the church, like Israel, will have a tendency to look inward, be self absorbed, high maintenance and only consumed with the blessing. 

A new marine recruit arrived at boot camp. Before putting his bags down the drill sergeant ordered all in the platoon to line up. At the top of his lungs the sergeant yelled, “Forward march!” A few hundred yards into the march the sergeant looked back to check the recruits. One had not moved. Rubbing his eyes in disbelief he sprinted back to the stagnant recruit, “Boy, did you hear me when I said ‘forward march?’” The recruit shouted, “Yes, sir!” The officer yelled back, “Then kindly tell me why in the world you haven’t budged?” The young man looked right in the eyes of the commanding sergeant and said, “You didn’t call my name.” 

Jesus reiterated our marching orders–not once, not twice, but throughout His life. Yet, how many in God’s Church are standing stagnant, waiting to hear their name? The Great Commission is reduced to the Great Suggestion. Indeed if missions is a one verse wonder then one can see how people would assume it is optional. Instead what we see in the life of Christ is God’s purpose is to reach all nations. Will you make it your purpose? 
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As we look at missions in the early church as soon as you crack the pages of the Book of Acts you see the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost in Acts 2 and the people of God were filled with power. They know their marching orders given to them a chapter before in Acts 1, “…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This is the breakdown of Acts. In Acts 1-7 the gospel is in Jerusalem, Acts 8 it goes to Judea, Acts 9 Samaria and Acts 10 it breaks open to the ends of the earth with the conversion of Cornelius. 

Remember 5 times Jesus gave the disciples the Great Commission. Matt 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:46-48, John 20:21 and Acts 1:8. Yet guess how many times for the rest of the NT the Apostles quote the Great Commission? Zero. Zero. Zero. How is that possible? They were the last words of Christ repeated at the end of every gospel yet not one time do they even refer to it from Acts 2 through Revelation. How?  The reason is that the Apostles did not see their commission as having its origin in those last words of Christ. For the disciples, the mandate stretched further back. They realized it began with Abraham! Jesus didn’t give the Great Commission. He repeated it. The Great commission was found in Gen 12 with Abraham. It was Genesis 12:1-4 that the disciples would refer back to over and over again for the rest of the New Testament. They new that God has one goal – all nations. One method – all believers.  And they new is was traced back to Abraham. 

Peter says, And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, “Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed” (Acts 3:25). The author of Hebrews says, “When God made his promise to Abraham… he swore saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.” (Hebrews 6:13-15).  Paul states, Galatians 3:18 “The scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”  And he continues in one of the most straightforward passages goes all the way back to Abraham to show our purpose:  Galatians 3:14, “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles…”

The commission to reach the nations finds its foundation not in the life of Christ, not in the commissioning by Christ, nor in the establishment of the Church, but in the institution of God’s plan in Genesis–the very beginning. The authors of the New Testament stood on the solid ground of the Hebrew Scripture and on over two thousand years of history as they sought to prove to their readers the responsibility of all to bless the nations.

As we have seen it was the driving force of Paul. No wonder this was his mantra to the church in Rome. 

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else's foundation… (Romans 15:19-20).

For Paul the question was where is the gospel not and he was heading there. This should be our question as well!

I love the quote by Steve Hawthorne, “You can do something other than working with God in His purpose, but it will always be something lesser, and you couldn’t come up with something better.”

In the Words of John, “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world” (I John 2:2). 

From the beginning of the Bible to the end we see one book, one theme, one story. God drawing men and women from all nations to himself.  It should be no surprise that we see in Revelation the conclusion as God is receiving worship from people from every tribe, tongue, language and nation. 

And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. " (Revelation 5:9-10).

This song echoes all the way back to the beginning of scripture, testifying to the consistency of the worldwide purpose of salvation He initiated with Abraham. This will be repeated in Rev 7:9.

A friend of mine attended a conference where the Marketing Director for Coca-Cola was speaking. He explained the vision of Coke is stimulated by a catch phrase that helps them be strategic in decision making, “It is the goal of Coca-Cola to place a bottle of Coke within one kilometer of every person on the planet.” What a vision! What would it look like if the whole Church felt the same way about the gospel? Let’s see if we can beat the Coke truck! The only question is; will you be a part?


The World’s Situation Part 1

Biblical Missions History

We could say that the Biblical Basis for missions is really like God inviting us, Christians everywhere, to join with Him in redeeming worship everywhere.  So, if we’ve received God’s invitation, how well have we responded?  We need to be willing to honestly evaluate just how far we’ve come, celebrating periods in our history where saints before us have represented Christ well in advancing His gospel.  But also, come to grips with the current realities on earth and determine which aspects of our response... or lack of in many cases, have brought us where we are today.  You may be surprised to discover God moving you to take action!

For over 2,000 years, courageous men and women of faith have taken up the call to spread the message of Jesus to the ends of the earth. They took seriously God’s heart to disciple every tongue, tribe and nation, teaching them all that Christ commanded with all Christ’s authority.


Chances are, no matter where in the world you’re watching this video, at one point in time missionaries came to your land, to your people.  Pretty much every believer on the planet can trace their spiritual heritage back to a Christian or group of Christians who chose to leave everything they knew behind; their family, their homes, their church, in order that those who were living beyond the reach of the Gospel might have the opportunity to know the God of the universe. Think about that. Because someone came to where you are you have had the opportunity to know Christ.

We can learn a lot by taking a look back at those who came before us. In light of Jesus’ constant ministry to foreigners around him and his multiple commands to preach the good news everywhere, his followers took to heart his commission to “go, make disciples of all nations.”  Not just the people who were in their immediate area, or their own ethnic group.

The first mission’s movement took everyone by surprise. In order for the disciples to effectively reach across cultural barriers, they needed to wait for something they lacked—the Holy Spirit.  We read in Acts 2, that as they waited in obedience the disciples indeed received the promised gift and the immediate result was…a good job, a healthy family, lots of money, a comfortable life. No! The immediate result was an explosive, fiery, Spirit-driven witness to representatives of different people groups!

Listen to Acts 2: 11: “We hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”  And... How did the new followers respond?  Later in verse 42 the writer of the book of Acts tells us “...they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”

These thousands of new believers from all over came to Christ because of the witness of 12 obedient men who were ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit. They were not waiting around out of apathy, but out of obedience to see where the Lord would send them. They were not ministering in their own power, but in the power of the Holy Spirit. They did not make converts who went on with their comfortable Christian lives, but those who were dedicated to the teachings of Jesus. That was the foundation of the missionary movement in the New Testament!

Today, we would do well to soak in all we can from their example.  How can we expect to have a powerful ministry, crossing cultural barriers and revealing Jesus where he’s not known, without being holy-spirit led ourselves?

Another unexpected move of God was the dispersion of Christians through persecution.

It was through the death of Stephen that believers were scattered to Judea and Samaria in Acts 8.  The soon to be great missionary Paul is dramatically converted in Acts 9. 

In Acts 10, we ﬁnd God breaking down one of the last obstacles to missions for the Jewish people in a vision given to Peter. Once he knew “that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him” (Acts 10: 34-35), Peter realized that he could not “stand in God’s way.” (Acts 11:17b) Although some prejudices toward the Gentiles would remain in the Jerusalem church, the mission to the Gentiles as an intentional, God-sanctioned movement was born.

From Acts 13 to the end of the book, Paul and his missionary companions go throughout the known world “sent out by the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:4a) and by their church in Antioch, spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. They advance from their own people at their own places of worship, and quickly turn to the fruitful harvest ﬁelds beyond the then-current reach of the gospel. They both plant and strengthen churches throughout the world, as they knew it, all the while pressing on to places where Christ had not yet been proclaimed. 

In fulfillment of his calling, Paul gets audience with his own people, people from among different nations, as well as kings and rulers. At the end of his life, he was still trying to push on to the “ends of the earth.”

What if Christians today were to approach missions in the same manner these early revolutionaries did?  Perhaps the clearest evidence we have regarding Paul’s endless pursuit of the unreached is from his own words (in Rom 15:20).

Paul was no “armchair theologian.” He lived out his command and calling with dedication and courage. He was a Spirit filled champion of the Gospel throughout the world who never settled for anything less than all people “who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor 1:2)

And his legacy of mission to the world stands today. We as believers are called to have the same heart as the Apostle Paul in wanting to reveal Jesus to every people group on earth. Will your desire to reach the nations lead you to see God glorified cross-culturally in the same powerful way?


The World’s Situation Part 2

Modern Missions History in the West

It’s tempting to believe that the stories of Peter, Paul, and the other apostles with their reckless abandon for spreading the gospel in the New Testament could only be characteristic of biblical times, men and women who had been touched personally by Jesus.

But the same Spirit that was alive in them is alive in you! In fact, there are many stories coming from the last 200 years of Western history that reﬂect this same burning heart and desire to share the gospel with every ethne in the entire world.

One of the most memorable mission’s stories is that of the “Cambridge Seven.” Having been accepted as missionaries by Hudson Taylor of the China Inland Mission, seven Cambridge University graduates, including the famous cricket player C.T. Studd who left a lucrative sports career to go to the frontiers of mission, were scheduled to leave for China in early February 1885. Before leaving for the mission ﬁeld themselves, the seven young men held a farewell tour to spread the message across England and mobilize others toward responding to God’s missionary call. It was during this tour that someone dubbed them "The Cambridge Seven."

For the next several months, the Cambridge Seven rallied the University campuses of England and Scotland, holding meetings for crowds of students. News of their activity even reached the Queen of England. Their influence was so huge that by the time those few guys finally set sail for China, dozens and dozens and dozens more had already gone on ahead of them.  Wow... that’s influence!  That’s mobilization.

With just seven lives yielded to the Holy Spirit, a missions movement was born that would change the course of history. These men not only had a heart to go, but a heart to mobilize anyone they could get an audience with to join with them in God’s passionate pursuit of worship from every nation tribe, people and language. That’s really all mobilization is!  A fancy way of saying what happens when we point people who already know and follow Jesus towards entire people groups that don’t.  

Imagine what God could do with your surrendered life?  Are you sensing a calling, like the Cambridge Seven to go to the unreached?  Or, to mobilize people around you towards the nations?   Maybe, like them it’s both! 

The ripple effects of the Cambridge Seven and the subsequent revival that broke out across the UK at that time eventually extended across an ocean.  News reached the shores of the United States where it caused an outbreak of response to the Great commission among college students a continent away from Cambridge.   In December 1888, the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions (SVM) was established in New York with the slogan, "The Evangelization of the World in this Generation."

In the US, God had been stirring in the hearts of youth for almost a century.  Back in 1806, five students seeking shelter under a haystack from a thunderstorm, gathered to pray for revival on their campus in their generation.  During the gathering, one student, a freshman, shared his passion about world evangelization and challenged the rest of the group to offer their lives to world missions.  Out of this small gathering, which would later be known as “The Haystack Prayer Meeting,” a movement would be born in the United States.

By 1812, through the efforts of students, ﬁve missionaries sailed to India.  This marked the beginning of foreign missions from the America, and gave birth to some of the major mission’s organizations we still have today. In the following 60 years, over 500 students joined prayer groups, and more than 250 left to live their lives among the unreached around the globe.

In 1886, a large group of students gathered for a summer of Bible study at a New York university.  They’d heard rumors of what was happening in Great Britain with the Cambridge Seven, and now wanted to renew the missionary spirit of their own generation of young Americans. Together, they surrendered their futures with a common call: to take the gospel where it was not yet known... sound familiar?  During that conference no fewer than 100 students committed their lives to advancing God’s kingdom to all nations.  From that meeting, “The Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions” was begun.

Back then, there were roughly 2,000 protestant, cross-cultural missionaries serving worldwide. Over the next decade or two, nearly 100,000 students joined campus Student Volunteer Movement groups, with more than 20,000 of them serving internationally.  The Student Volunteer Movement gave rise to many of the campus fellowships we still have today in the West, as well as the first Sending agencies of the country.

These are just a few examples of men and women from the last couple hundred years that joined together with others to ask God what He would have them do for his glory. To read God’s word, and respond to God’s call to reveal the gospel to every tribe, tongue, and people. 

The beautiful thing is that God is still moving in us today to ﬁnish his story, as he is inspiring people from all over the world to go to those who have no access to his message of forgiveness and new life. 

What about you?  Will you consider surrendering your life to God’s global purposes? Will you lock arms with those like you and be a part of redeeming worship where it doesn’t exist?

The World’s Situation Part 3

As God has used people throughout history to spread his glory to the ends of the earth, the state of the world has been changing in terms of which people, or entire ethnic groups, have access to the gospel.  We can see clearly the progress the global church has made in crossing cultural barriers and participating with God in bringing about worship where there was none. Would you believe that in the first century, Christians were outnumbered 360 to 1? Today that ratio has been whittled down so much that for every 6 unbelievers there is one person following Jesus?  Sometimes it feels like we’re so close to finishing the task.  

Let’s take some time to and examine where the world stands right now. There approximately 7 billion people on planet earth at this moment.   All together, we exists as about 16,000 different people groups.

What do we mean by people group and what factors make a people group?  In mission’s terminology, “people group” is the largest group of people through which the Gospel can pass before encountering a barrier of communication or acceptance. These barriers can include language, culture, politics, ethnicity or other factors. This is the closest description we have in English for the Greek word ethne. This is actually the word that Jesus said when he gave a command to go in Matthew 28. When Jesus says, “Go and make disciples of all nations,” he is saying, “Go and make disciples of every ethne or ‘every people group.’”  So, any one nation... or country may have hundreds of people groups within it!  The country of India, for example, while bearing only national flag is home to literally thousands of distinct people groups... nations. 

People groups can be further divided this way—reached and unreached. The reality we live with today is that just a little over half of all people groups are reached. The rest remain unreached.

What is a reached and unreached people group?  A reached people group is simply a people group which already has enough Christians and resources to evangelize their own people group. It’s not that everyone in that ethne is a believer.   But if someone in among them wanted to know Jesus, they would be able to ﬁnd a way to do that. Chances are, they know someone who can point them to a church, give them a Bible in their language or share with them personally about Christ.  

In terms of world evangelization, we can praise God for those cultures who already have enough believers among them to evangelize their own people.  Of course, when a people group is “reached,” it doesn’t mean that the task of the church is complete among that group. The task of the church will never be complete until Christ returns, but a ‘reached people’ group is a positive step toward filling the world with the gospel.

More than likely, you are from a reached people.  Take a second and think about the people around you... your family...your friends...your coworkers...everyone you know.  Ask yourself how you can be God’s agent of redemption?  Maybe there are countless unreached clusters right where you are and God’s calling you to be brave and step across those cultural barriers?  Perhaps He’s preparing you to be the spark of cross-cultural missions from your church?

An unreached people group then is an ethno-linguistic group which does not have enough Christians and resources to evangelize their own people. These are entire cultures with little to no access to the Gospel! Groups of millions of people with little to no church and possibly no scripture! These are like the lost and shepherdless on which

Jesus has compassion in Matthew 9:36. These groups depend on people from reached people groups coming and sharing the Gospel with them.  They literally don’t know anyone who knows anyone who knows anyone who truly follows Jesus.

We can look at India for a good example of what this looks like:
In India there are hundreds of different ethnic races of people, but even among them there are divisions made according to the countless languages they speak.  So, the Gospel will not just naturally spread from Christians among the majority people group who speak Urdu to other people groups who speak Hindi, Nisi, or even English. 

If we dig deeper, we find that even among those same ethnic, language, and religious groups there will be more divisions—social divisions. In India it is called the Caste System. Combined, each of these complex factors results in over 2,348 people groups within a single country who see themselves as a unique people from those around them. 

In India, as in all nations, when Christians share the Gospel, we’ll most comfortably share with those who can understand our own language, culture, etc. Thus, the intentional arranging of time, talent and treasure is necessary for the Gospel to spread throughout the entire country.

Thus, sharing the Gospel with only one people group and expecting it to reach another naturally is like throwing a stone into one pond and expecting it to create ripples in an entirely different pond.

It’s no surprise then, in terms of mission’s resources and focus, “unreached” people groups are in greater need of missionaries than “already reached” people groups. If the gospel is going to come to someone in an unreached people group, it will very likely come from an outsider, even if they’re only a few cultural steps away.

The World’s Situation Part 4

You may be asking, “Where on earth are all these unreached peoples?” It is important to have a good understanding of where the church is and isn’t in the world, as well as a ﬁrm grasp on the major religious blocs that populate the world outside of the Christianity.

(Insert graphic of 10/40 window)

The 10/40 window is a tool we can use to describe the areas where most of the current shortages are in missions resources. This is a part of the world Paul would have said that Christ is not yet named (Rom 15:20) It’s a swath of geography that runs from 10 degrees latitude north of the equator to 40 degrees latitude north of the equator. 

50% of the entire world’s population live in the 10/40 window—roughly 3.5 billion people in this one strip! 80% of the world’s poorest are here as well as 95% of the remaining unreached.  Could it be possible that we know exactly where the unreached are, but still allocate missions giving, our missionary manpower and overall energy elsewhere?  Sadly, It is.  

What would you see if you could pull back the curtain and look in the 10/40 window? There are 5 major religions that dominate here and make it most resistant to the Gospel.  In English, The acronym ‘THUMB’ may be the easiest way to remember these big five.

“T” is for Tribal—

More than 223 million people live in tribal groups mostly in Papua and Papua New Guinea and parts of Africa.  Instead of worshipping the one God of the universe, tribal animists are involved in what the Bible calls "spirit worship" – trying to please a multitude of unseen spirits, often including their ancestors, who hold power over every aspect of life. Although a dim memory of the God of Genesis has been submerged in a host of lesser gods, it has not been totally erased.  Animism also ascribes magical powers to animals, heavenly bodies, or other created objects. The role of missionaries in animistic societies is to bring them the Good News of a personal Creator who has complete power over all He has made and who wants all people to be in fellowship with Him forever.

“H” is for Hindu— 

Today nearly 24% of Asia's three billion people are Hindus. As a philosophy, Hinduism states: There is a spark of divinity in every human. There is no need for a Savior. Each soul -a "drop of God" - is reborn over and over in higher or lower incarnations of humans, animals, or vegetation according to that soul's karma. Karma is the sum of a person's good and bad deeds.

As a world religion, Hinduism teaches that people are free to choose their own god from among about 330 million. Salvation in the Hindu sense is a release of the soul from the cycle of rebirth to reunite with the Absolute - as a drop of water falls into the ocean. God as the Absolute is not personal. The Absolute neither loves nor hates human beings, neither helps nor hinders them. God is to be worshiped in the forms one's ancestors worshiped - in the forms of trees, animals, images, persons, and millions of gods.

Many Hindus live in deep fear that they will invoke the wrath of the family god on themselves and their families if they become too interested in Jesus Christ. Deciding to follow Jesus often leads to excommunication from the community, damage to the entire family's reputation, termination of marital prospects, and even physical persecution. A recent poll suggested that fully 20% of Hindus would consider becoming followers of Jesus Christ if they didn't have to be cut off from their families and their society in order to do so.  

“U” is for Unreligious and Chinese folk religion— 

As depicted by the title, these are people that have no religious belief, or are atheistic. Most of the unreligious people blocs are found in Russia and China, with China having the largest population of unreligious in the world. Most unreached people groups in China are Muslim, Buddhist, or Chinese folk religion—a mixture of rituals, idols, fortune tellers, etc. However, most of the country’s majority Han Chinese are atheist or believe only in themselves or in science.

The World’s Situation Part 5
Remember the acronym we use to help us remember the main categories, or religious blocs of the unreached?  THUMB.  “T” is fro Tribal, “H” is for Hindu, “U” is for unreligious, and that brings us to...

“M” is for Muslim—

Islam literally means submission to God. An adherent of Islam is called a Muslim, meaning "one who submits (to God).” Muslims regard their religion as the completed and universal version of a monotheistic faith revealed, notably, to the prophets Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed.

Islam is the predominant religion in the Middle East, North Africa, Central Asia, and large part of Asia. Very large groups of Muslims are also found in China and Russia. Islam is the second-largest religion world religion and some argue the fastest growing. Sadly, there is only 1 Christian worker for every 500,000 Muslims.

The holy scriptures of Islam include the Qur’an and both Testaments of the Holy Bible, as well as the sayings and traditions of the prophet Muhammad. Although the Qur'an instructs Muslims to "listen to the people of the Book," (referring to the Bible), Muslims believe that the Christian scriptures have been corrupted over the years. Christians are confident that Jesus is the Son of God, that he died and rose again, and the idea of the Trinity is particularly blasphemous to Muslims.

Muslims are convinced they must work to live in a way that glorifies God, embodied in professing one’s faith, praying 5 times daily, ritual fasting, giving to the poor, and making a pilgrimage to the holy sites of Islam in Saudi Arabia. A Muslim believes that if he can outweigh his bad deeds with his good, then God will allow him to enter paradise, but he can never be sure of his standing with God until he dies and is judged.

Because Muslims revere Jesus and the Bible, there is a great potential for Christians to connect with Muslims on spiritual issues and help them to understand who Jesus really was and is, the true ‘straight path’ to God.

Unfortunately, many Christians live in fear and ignorance of Muslims and of Islam. Christians could introduce many Muslims to the real Christ with a lifestyle of love and care and concern for them, as well as patient listening, research, and understanding of their beliefs.

The last letter of our “THUMB” acronym is “B”... for Buddhist—

Originally founded by Gautama in India, Buddhism now has many forms making it difficult to outline one form of Buddhism. Generally speaking, Buddhism holds that personal identity is just an illusion that will be erased when the tensions of desire and suffering are erased through meditation and discipline when one achieves enlightenment or “Nirvana.” Nirvana is the state in which the lack of desire allows perfection and pure peace. Buddhism really has nothing to do with a Deity or a personal relationship, but has more to do with becoming one with everything.

Gautama taught what Buddhists call the Middle Way: a path of moderation between the extremes of self-indulgence and self-mortification as a way to enlightenment. Gautama famously sat in meditation under a sacred fig tree—also known as the Bodhi tree—and vowed not to rise before achieving enlightenment. After many days, he finally awakened to the ultimate nature of reality, thereby liberating himself from the cycle of suffering and rebirth, and arose as a fully enlightened being. Soon thereafter, he attracted a band of followers and instituted a monastic order. As the Buddha, he spent the rest of his life teaching the path of awakening he discovered.

In common practice, Buddhism usually shares with the Hindu discipline of trying to make your good deeds outweigh your bad deeds so that you will reincarnate as a higher form of life in the eternal cycle of birth and death and ultimately reach enlightenment. This good deed and bad deed balance is called karma. Many adherents of Buddhism simply feel that there is no adequate protection from the eternally linked laws of karma because one’s current level of suffering is already dictated by deeds done in a previous life. Beneath Buddhism's philosophy - in which there is no God and man has no individual soul - most Buddhists harbor a deep, ancient belief in spirits, which they fear. In fact, one of the first ways many Buddhists engage with Jesus is wondering if he can protect from evil spirits, preparing the way for him to be a protector for them in all areas of life.

These are the five religions that dominate the 10/40 window. In the 10/40 window there are millions of souls enslaved to these false religions and false gods with little to no chance of hearing the Gospel unless someone comes to them. When we learn of these millions who are without truth, it truly puts into perspective the importance of taking the gospel to where it is not yet known. How will you respond?

So given what we know about this part of the world, and given what we know about God’s heart for all peoples, the 10/40 window is where the largest missionary effort of the Christian world is, right? Not quite...

Let’s take a look at some facts about the current use of mission’s resources around the globe and in the 10/40 window.

Firstly, the world population is made up of: Christians 36%    Non-Christians 64%

The world’s income is possessed by: Non-Christians: 47% Christians: 53%

So, how do Christians give their money?

87% of money given by Christians goes for work among those who are already professing Christians. Then the next 12% goes for work among already evangelized non-Christians. So only 1% of money given by Christians goes for work among people groups in the un- evangelized or least-reached areas.

That means that $99 out of every $100 is invested in already reached people groups and only 1% is invested in unreached groups.

The average giving of church members worldwide per week is $2.75.

The average giving of church members worldwide per week toward foreign missions is $.20.

Churches spend 93.9% of their mission’s budgets on domestic projects. 5.9% is spent on foreign missions. .1% is spent on foreign missions to reach the least reached half of the world.

Okay, enough about money. How do Christians spend their mission’s time?

80% of all missionaries that go—go to areas that are already reached. Only 20% of all missionaries sent out go to work among the unreached.

99.7% of all evangelistic media target groups who are already reached.

Only 0.1% of all Christian radio, television and media are produced for unreached people groups.

So, what would it take in terms of people and finances to see the Gospel preached to ALL nations?    It would take roughly 130 thousand missionaries.

Currently there are 2 billion Christians in the world, including 700 million Evangelical, missions minded Christians.

It would take roughly 6 billion dollars in annual support if we intentionally and strategically targeted every people group. Currently Christians earn 16.3 trillion dollars in annual income.

For every one unreached people group, there are 550 churches worldwide.

For every one unreached people group, there are 150,000 Christians worldwide.

This means that it would take roughly 1 in every 15,000 Christians going to a people group as missionaries, and every believer giving about $3 per year towards missions if every believer was giving. It wouldn’t take as much as we think to get the job done. As world Christians we need to mobilize our money, people, and prayer toward a vision for whole-world worship of the Creator. It will take intentional discipleship, strategic giving, and educated prayer.

Do we have enough resources to fulfill the Great Commission today? Yes.

There are 2.4 billion people in the world that have no access to the Gospel. No Bible translated in their language, [no viable church], and …no missionary among their people group. Despite the amazing progress of the Gospel in the past centuries, if every Christian on the planet right now led to Christ everyone they could, it still wouldn’t make a dent in this. It is going to take the reorganizing and mobilizing of prayer, people, and finances in order to pioneer into some of these areas.” --Claude Hickman

A famous mission’s mobilizer once said, “We talk about the second coming of Christ. They haven't heard about the first coming yet. It just isn't fair. Why should anyone hear the Gospel twice before everyone has heard it once?"

So What Will You Do Now?

The famous civil rights mobilizer Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “The most dangerous thing in the whole world is sincere ignorance.”

But we are not ignorant anymore. So, the question is: Are we going to have God’s heart throughout all of Scripture and help take the Gospel to all peoples? Will we give our time, talent and treasure towards those furthest from the Gospel? Or will we just keep the Gospel for ourselves and people like us? We know God’s heart. We know the history. We know the statistics... We know the way forward.

The Way Forward Part 1

All throughout scripture, its clear God is on a mission... to redeem worship from every nation, tribe, people and language.  And, His word is an invitation to Christ-followers everywhere to join with Him in this pursuit.  We know that, while there’s still a huge amount of work to be done, seeing His mission accomplished... even in our lifetime is within reach!  What’s left to explore now is how do you and I truly join with Him in filling the earth with His glory? How can we follow Jesus in such a way that makes him famous not only where we are, but where He is not yet known?  That... is the way forward.

Jesus told a story in the gospels of a master who had three servants. He entrusted to each of them a sum of money to invest while he went away on a journey. To one he gave ten talents, to another ﬁve talents, and to another one talent. After their master left, two of the men invested their talents well and saw substantial returns. However, the servant who received only one talent did nothing with it, and so had nothing to add to his master's estate. 

Of course, when the master returned he was overjoyed by the blessing of his faithful servants, but rebuked the unfaithful one who did nothing with his talent, and even took away the one talent that he had, to give it to the one who had ten.

In the same way, we see that we have all been entrusted with speciﬁc talents that God expects us to put toward the advancement of his Kingdom on earth, which most certainly includes joining him in his mission to reveal the gospel to every ethne.  Jesus' parable teaches us that we all have a part to play in God's global story. We can either jump on board and put our talents to use, or we can fall into disobedience and waste what God has given us.

Does that mean that a single mom with 3 kids that is working 2 jobs simply to pay her bills but still wants to be a part of God's story is in disobedience because she can't move her family to go and plant a church in Thailand? Of course not!

The bible is full of examples of men and women who dedicated their lives to God's purposes in many different ways. The one who goes is no more important than the one who sends, in the same way that the one who plants the seed of the gospel is no more important than the one who waters it.  

Anyone, anywhere in the world can take part in God's story. The availability of your role isn’t issue, it’s your willingness to put God's story before your own.  But, we know it takes real intentionality, sometimes even the radical reorganization of our priorities to truly see our lives reflecting God’s pursuit of worship all over the earth.

God is not just looking for "missionaries," but rather anyone who is totally sold out for his purposes of redeeming mankind. God is looking for World Christians - a Christian who, among other things, understands the truth of God’s heart for all people groups to know Him as expressed throughout Scripture, who understands where the greatest needs in missions are today, and who realizes that as Christians they are responsible to believe, pray, think, and act according to this understanding.

We'll introduce 4 practices that reﬂect a life that is completely availed to God. Only God can conﬁrm your special role to play, and he already knows what it is.  But it's up to you to open yourself completely to him. Before we move on to various ways God is calling his people to take part in advancing the Gospel, one practice, as we see over and over in Bible, is NOT optional. This practice... is Prayer. 

All over the Bible God's people are taking part in His story through the power of prayer. There is no question that the Lord’s plans include his people praying, and those prayers change things.  Prayer is a part of God's formula. Doors will not be opened to the Gospel, hearts will not be softened, and souls will not be saved no matter how long we labor, if it is not ﬁrst a labor of prayer. But what if I don’t feel like I’ve got the natural ability to pray! What if I don’t even own a map of the world? 

Our duty is not to develop in ourselves a love of prayer and broken heart for the nations, we can leave that up to God! The more you choose to pray, the more you’ll want to pray as you see God moving in you and moving among the nations. In 1 Corinthians (3:6) Paul writes, "I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth." Paul knew that all his work was nothing apart from God who works all things together for the fulﬁllment of his glory. Prayer is our foremost role, but as the verse shows us, that's not where it ends. Every follower of Jesus has a part to play in this story, and, though it begins on our knees... it doesn't stop there. 

If you allow Him to, God will cultivate in you a heart like his for every people group to know Him as Lord.   As Jesus assured his disciples, his intimate, loving presence will go with you no matter what he calls you to do. The gospel is on its way forward, what part are you going to play?


The Way Forward Part 2

Goer

When you think of missions, maybe the ﬁrst thing that pops into your head is going to another country. Those “super spiritual” Christians who have given up everything to go live in some distant land and earn their stripes on the front lines.

A goer is any person who makes themselves physically present, working to advance the gospel in a cross-cultural mission ﬁeld. These people certainly play a big role as they act as a conduit for the message of Jesus, being his literal hands and feet that are ambassadors to people who otherwise may have no access His message of forgiveness and new life. The goer may be a long-term worker or on a short-term trip, but is ultimately willing to completely immerse themselves in a new culture for the sake of sharing the gospel.

But what is it about them that makes them so different from other believers? Why is there such a mysterious aura around the people who are willing to go from their homes into a new place? It is because goers are sadly too few and far between for their role in the story to be demystiﬁed.

But if the harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few, then why aren't more people going? There are places in the world that still don't have the gospel present in there communities! Why isn't anyone going to them? Because it's hard! Cross-cultural going may be one of the most stressful undertakings a World Christian can encounter, and yet, that fear isn't even what most Christians own up to as their biggest obstacle to going. No, the most common excuse for not going is this..."I'm not called to...."

Many Christians wrestle with the idea of God’s “calling” when thinking about the practice of the Goer. Most Christians would be willing to go, but are planning on staying unless they get some very specific calling from the Lord to alleviate their fears associated with Going. So maybe you don’t feel called to go... but are you called to stay? Most churchgoers don't expect that special call to tell them what school to go to, who to marry, what career path to choose, or where to go on vacation! So why do we wait for that special call to go to the mission ﬁeld!

Jesus gave an explicit command to go to the nations in every single gospel. I mean, come on, how much more obvious can you get? Why do so many us wait for a direct sign from God? Because they're scared of the unknown. Maybe we're waiting on God, when in reality, God is waiting on us. God has made the strange choice of using us broken, weak, and scared human beings to carry out his mission. Believe that every goer who makes any progress in advancing the gospel is backed by the all-powerful creator of the universe that is carrying out his perfect plan to redeem the nations back to himself. Just as he said to Moses in Exodus when he was scared to go before Pharaoh, “I will be with you.” 

As we rely on God, he takes our greatest weaknesses and turns them into our greatest strengths. Without him we have every thing in the world to fear, but with him, nothing from India to Indonesia can stand in our way.

You have been called for a very speciﬁc purpose in this life as you follow Jesus. There are places all over the world that have no access to the gospel, to where no one has ever gone bearing the good news. Don't let your life be wasted by fear, procrastination, or lack of faith. Have you received a special call to stay...? Then, know there's a standing command to go.

This doesn't mean that if you're not on your way to the unreached right now that you're being disobedient. God has a speciﬁc role for every believer in every situation. Maybe you're up to your eyeballs in debt or you have any other legitimate reason why you can't go tomorrow, but know this: No Christian is totally excused from completely availing themselves to God's global purposes. 

You may never leave your home country in your entire life, but you're life still can and should be reflecting God’s relentless pursuit of worshippers among all nations...

Which part of yours does?

The Way Forward Part 3 

Sender

In 1st Corinthians 12, believers as a whole are compared to a body that has many parts, each one as important as another. This analogy continues to apply as we talk about the various roles that each World Christian plays in God's pursuit of every people group on earth. There is no "A" team and "B" team. There is no spiritual distinction made between those who go, or those who send. No one role is better than another, but each is equally as necessary in God's global plan.

Listen to Paul's words in Romans 10: "How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?"

The structure of this stream of questions makes an obvious point that the Senders are the very backbone of what God is doing around the world. Just as the body could not be held together without the spine, God uses the Senders as the foundation that allows the body to move together in unison and operate to glorify himself! God expects us to put our money, time, and effort where our mouth is. In a war, for every front-line soldier in combat there are ﬁfteen to twenty support personnel that stay behind. Without that support, the soldier would never be able to mount an effective attack on an enemy. In the same way that he commanded and expects that people rise up and go to the nation’s sacriﬁcially, he has commanded and expects his children to give sacriﬁcially as well. 

Just as God is looking for radical goers, he is looking for radical senders. Why? Again, those people who are willing to submit their tired dreams of a nice home and a comfortable life to God's worldwide purposes... those people will be the driving force that He uses to take the gospel where it still isn't known.

Now, if you’re going to take on the practice of Sending, take it as seriously as the one who commits to go and learn another culture and language.  Ask yourself what your motives are for sending and be ready to play your part well. One seasoned goer and mobilizer put it this way, "Are you just a sender because you aren't or don't want to be a goer?" 

Do you consider yourself a sender because you cut a small check every month to your church's missionary couple? 
Or, is it because you give a sacriﬁcial portion of your budget, time, and efforts towards redeeming all nations?  God expects us to see our resources as a powerful tool for advancing the gospel to the ends of the earth, and if we’re really on board with God's global pursuits, our giving will reﬂect that.

Remember, a World Christian is someone who gives their time, talent and treasure towards fulfilling the Great Commission.

It is estimated these days that American Christians give less than 2% of their income to the church and to ministry organizations. That means that in 2010, Christians in America spent more money on weight loss than they gave to the Church, much less to advancing the gospel around the world. That's disgraceful.  What are the realities where you live and worship?  Do you and your family, your church contribute substantially towards work engaged the unreached?

If you’re a sender, you’re a committed teammate to the part of the body that are goers. You’re devoting yourself to the prayerful foundation that must be laid before and during any portion of work of God's Kingdom being done overseas. You should be actively involved in the work that God is doing through the people you send, knowing their ﬁnancial and prayer needs, who they are ministering to, and how they can be encouraged. Goers need committed senders holding tightly to the other end of the rope, as they advance into uncharted waters.

In addition, anyone who has gone to the mission ﬁeld knows that it takes a considerable amount of administrative effort. There is packing to be arranged, sending out ministry updates and letters, organization of ﬁnances back home, and many other details. A Sender can help take some of that burden off of the Goer and volunteer to do some of those things as part of a team that, together is reaching the nations. Sending is a vital component in the effort to see Jesus known and glorified. In fact, one could argue that missions rests on the role of the sender. 

The body of Christ has many members, and he is putting them to use in different ways to redeem every nation back to Himself. Your time, your effort, and your money all belong to God.  It’s been said, where your treasure is, there your heart is also. His heart is among the nations. Where is yours?

The Way Forward Part 4

Welcomer

It’s estimated that close to 40 million people living in the United States were born in other countries.  What’s the situation where you live?  Today, the world around us is constantly changing, and quite literally, the nations could be at your doorstep.  Why not invite them in?

In 2011, there were over 700,000 international students studying in the United States. 700,000!!  People from all over the world who often have no access to the gospel in their place of origin, have traveled across oceans and are sitting in classrooms surrounded by people who claim to love Jesus so much they’d be compelled to introduce strangers to him.

However, according to one University study, over 80% of those international students will never enter an American home. The foreigner is so close to the Lord’s heart. Over forty times in the Old Testament alone we are commanded to care for the foreigner in our land:  "The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your God" (Lev 19:34). "He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt" (Deut 10:18-20).

How is it possible, when scores of the unreached world come to a place as gospel-saturated as the US, only one fifth even come into our homes, let alone are invited to encounter Jesus?

People are migrating all over the earth for different reasons.  Many are studying abroad. Equally, a growing number are living cross-culturally for work.  Even more are fleeing persecution or unbearable conditions in their homelands. Chances are there is someone near you, wherever you are that has come from some other country, some other ethnic group, perhaps even an unreached people where they may have no access to the gospel. 

Certainly there is an incredible need and role you can fill by being a welcomer - The World Christian who doesn't go to the nations, because the nations have come to them. Anyone can be a welcomer. All it takes is time, energy, and a willingness to say, ‘Hi.  Welcome!  Is there anything I can help you with?’ International students are not just in another country to get the best education they can, many of them are dreaming about having just one friend from there country of stay. 

Put yourself in their shoes.  Maybe you already know something of what it’s like to be the foreigner: They often speak little of the language that surrounds them all day.  They’re in a new, possibly very different culture that they are eager to learn about.  Usually they’re unsure how to even go about making friends in their host country. 

What an incredible moment it is then, when a smiling, loving, Christ-like person strikes up a conversation with them about soccer, their academics, or maybe just about their stay so far in a new place and then invites them out for coffee.

You’ll be hard-pressed to ﬁnd a more eager friend than an international student.  They are quick to absorb new culture and new ideas. Even if they already profess some belief or religion, you are likely to have a captive audience as the speaking authority of your culture and your faith in Jesus.

One believer at a college shared how at the time, he was thinking about the financial and physical hardship involved in going to Saudi Arabia to reach Muslims. Then he discovered that there were 80 students from Saudi Arabia on his campus! He took two guys from his Bible study to meet and get to know them. After a few weeks of just saying hello and making themselves available, those Christians became part of the Saudi students’ lives. They shared the gospel with about 10 of them over the next year. He realized the incredible opportunity he had in his own country and on his own campus to share the gospel with otherwise unreached people!

As the welcomer, you’re committed to sacriﬁcing a normal, non-awkward evening with friends or family in order to reach out to that international friend you've made. Just like the sender who radically commits his ﬁnances to God's global purpose, we are also called to radically devote our time.   If you are a welcomer, your life is geared around making your home an open place for internationals. That quiet evening when you would be reading your new favorite novel is replaced by a sudden trip to take your international friends to Wal-Mart to stock up on groceries or school supplies!

A welcomer sees any coffee break, lunch, or social event as a venue to bring an international into their life and minister to them in a Christ-centered way, sharing the gospel with representatives from some of the least reached ethne around the globe. 

The nations might be on your doorstep, and God is calling you to welcome them with the gospel of truth. The nations have come to you, will you invite them in?

The Way Forward Part 5

Mobilizer/Gobilizer

Imagine yourself somewhere in your city when you pass by a building that’s going up in ﬂames. You’re familiar with where you are and know there’s a fire station just a few blocks away. You have a decision to make.  Go grab a bucket, fill it up with water, and throw it on the inferno. Or, run down to the ﬁre station and sound the alarm. Wouldn’t it make sense to go and wake the sleeping ﬁremen to come put out the blazing building? This is the thinking of a mobilizer.

Mobilizers are World Christians who are raising up more man power and resources to finish the task. They form mission committees at their churches. They get people praying and giving and going. They organize short and long-term mission teams. They get books and materials into more Christian hands. 

Most missions experts agree that the highest priority within the Body of Christ right now in terms of missions... is more mobilizers—more men and women in every church, every town, every campus who will help open people’s eyes to what God is doing around the world and, just as importantly, helping those people embrace their role in reaching the nations. 

A good definition for mobilization is: "Helping to deploy an army of laborers to the front lines by connecting every believer to their most strategic role in fulfilling the Great Commission.” They’re pointing people who already follow Jesus to entire groups of people, entire ethnic groups that don’t.

The mobilizer is the key player in the process of raising up more World Christians. She has a burning heart for the world and yet a willingness to rally others to the unreached instead of reaching them herself. 

Of course, it is God’s story and his message, but he uses his people to share it. It has happened to every World Christian: someone enters their life, shares with them God’s missionary purpose, and challenges them with this question: “Which part of your life reflects God’s pursuit of worship from among every people group in the world?”

Whether it’s just the right mission’s book or a short video, magazine, prayer profile, Bible study or website, the mobilizer is ready to offer tools that enlist people around them to take part in revealing Jesus to the ends of the earth.  The mobilizer often points us to those groups furthest from the reach of the gospel, emphasizing the unengaged and unreached peoples.

The best part about being a mobilizer is how easy it is. You don’t have to know all the right statistics and be a motivational speaker! You simply need to share your growing heart for the nations.  Reflect with your own life God’s desire to be praised all around the world. 

The mobilizer gets to share their passion and kindle passion in others, helping engage equip, and connect every World Christian with their most strategic role. 

However, just because you have a strong passion for mobilizing others to join in the blessing of God’s global story, doesn’t mean you have to stay where you are. In fact, today there is a rising need for a new type of World Christian --- The gobilizer.

The gobilizer is simply a mobilizer who goes to the frontier of mobilization. Going... so that...he mobilizes!  

Where is the frontier of mobilization? Well, it’s where Christian populations are increasing and have massive sending potential.  Places like China, India, Ukraine, Jordan, Ethiopia, Brazil and other parts of the rapidly expanding global church. These days 9 out of 10 Christians don’t live in the United States.  And most don’t call North America or Western Europe home.  The majority of us who know and follow Jesus are Asian, African, Latino, Middle Eastern, Eastern European...  Wow!  Isn’t that an awesome reflection of our creator?!

Here’s where the gobilizer might be super strategic. This person is willing to go to a new place, learning language and culture, in order to raise up mobilizers, goers, senders, and welcomers and help spark a mission’s movement to the unreached.

Maybe you already live on the frontier of mobilization.  Do you live in an area that has traditionally been seen as the mission field but now has a growing number Christ followers?  Do you go to a church and have Christian friends that don’t understand very much about God’s global purposes?   Why not be the catalyst that turns your mission’s field into a powerful missions force?

If you know of God’s missionary mandate, and you know other Christians who have never been challenged or even informed about getting onboard with what God is doing around the world, you’re primed to be a mobilizer, or even a gobilizer.

If every Christian was a World Christian and every World Christian was a mobilizer, think about the awesome potential for world evangelization! We’d all have God's heart for the every ethne and at the same time be passing on that vision to new believers and the next generation!

It probably wouldn’t be long until the whole world was filled with His Glory!  So, what are we waiting for?

